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To the Bible and the Bible Society 


By Miss Helen Keller, LL.D., L.H.D. 
Centenmal of Service to the Blind, November 17, 1935 


AM indeed happy to be here on this occasion, and to express my profound gratitude to the 
American Bible Society for the magnificent service it has rendered the blind of the world 
during a hundred years. 

I cannot recall a further-reaching benefit to the blind, unless it be education itself. For 
wherever the Bible goes, it carries new hope to the handicapped and quickens their wills to 
rebuild their broken lives. 

It is natural that I should think first of those who have not the light of earth’s 
day; but I never forget that the Bible is the Lord’s rod and staff comforting mul- 
titudes who, though not physically hindered, live in a vale of shadow. It has 
always been a grief to me that many people do not look upon the Bible as a book 
for daily use, but only to be read in church or on holy days and special occasions. 
The Bible is a book to live with, to think from, and to die by. It is a book that, as 
Dryden said, “if everything else in our language should perish, it would alone 
suffice to show its beauty and power.” 

The spiritual culture we derive from reading frequently this amazing Witness 
of the Ages is as vital as the daily bread which nourishes our bodies. Again and 
again we must listen to the heart-molding words of the Prophets, or we shall lose 
the sense of God’s presence. 

Yes, we the blind and seeing, the wise and simple alike, need the Bible daily 
as “a book of remembrance,” if our spirits are to strike deep roots in faith and 
send up flowering boughs of achievement far into the future. 
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MISS HELEN KELLER AND TEN EMBOSSED BIBLES 
Each differing in system, version, or language. See page 163 
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The Centennial Celebration of Service to the Blind 


HROUGH the courtesy of its pastor, of- 

ficers, and members, the Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, New York City, was the 
scene of an impressive and stirring service on 
Sunday afternoon, November 17. In the face 
of the fierce storm which raged that whole day 
along the eastern seaboard and brought high 
wind and pelting rain to the great city, there 
were scores of people who had gathered three 
quarters of an hour before the service. Among 
the large audience present when the service 
began were those 
who had come from 
Connecticut, N ew 


Jersey, and Long | Pretude CHORALE 11] 
ANDANTE 
Island. Epwin Grasse* 
Snvocation 
He h € Pee Rev. Merve E. Frampton, Pu.D., LL.D. 
he re presente in Chorus CRUCIFIXUS (Mass in B Minor) 


reduced facsimile, 
carried through 
with dignity and 
promptness, stirred 
deep feeling. Those 
named in it all con- 
tributed their serv- 
ices as a tribute to 
the Bible and the 
Bible Society. The 
music was of a 
high order, and the 
more effective be- 
cause so largely 
rendered by those 
who do not see the 
light of day. The 
chom, “ob@t hurt y 


Scripture—OL1I) TESTAMENT LESSON 
Mr. FRANK IRWIN*® 


Hymn 389 
Scripture—NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 


Prayer 


Suln “TRUST IN THE LORD" 


Miss Rose WetiNsTEIN* 


Trust in the Lord. 

His name we ever bleas 
In grief and happiness 
With one accord. 


Hymn 264 “LAMP OF OUR FEET,” 


Z Chorus “UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN” (The Messiah) 
voices from the Croir*—Neyw York Institute for the Education of the Blind 
a . For unto us a Child ls bora, unto us a Son is given, and the 
New York  Insti- ER at rey werele gine yee oa 
tute for the Edu- Pale sprees 


cation of the Blind 
sat robed in vest- 
ments in the front 


Postluse—TOCCATA FROM SONATA II 
Epwin Grasse* 
*Blind 


@rider of Service 


Caorr*—New York Institute for the Education of the Blind 
He was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He suffered and was buried. 


“HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION” Verses 1 and 6 


From TALKING Book RecorpD 


Rev. Exic M, Norts, Pa.D., D.D. 


Violin obbligato by Edwin Grasse* 


He orders all our ways. 
To him ascend our lays 


SUPPLYING THE BLIND WITH THE BIBLE 
Rev. Lewis BirGe CHAMBERLAIN, D.D, 


GRATITUDE TO THE BIBLE AND THE BIBLE SOCIETY | 
Miss Hecen Ketver,* LL.D., L.H.D. } 


Verses 1 and 5 


Address “THE BIBLE AND THE BLIND" Isaiah 29:18 
Rev. JOHN SUTHERLAND Bonne-t, D.D. 


A very deep impression was evidently made 
on the great audience by what they saw and 
heard during the brief service of an hour and 
a quarter. Many said later that they realized 
as never before something of what the handi- 
cap of blindness means to the blind; not only 
in itself, but in the problem of reading with 
their fingers, learning different systems, han- 
dling bulky volumes, finding shelf room for a 
single Bible. Many better understood also 
what hasbeen involved for the American Bi- 
ble Society in pro- 
ducing and distrib- 
uting the Scrip- 
tures in system 
after system; ae 
they have succeeded 
one another. Most 
of all they realized, 
as never before, the 
courage and tri- 
umph of the blind 
themselves. 


Franck 
Mendelssohn 


Bach 


| Comments by Others 


Impressions from 
a few there present 
not connected with 
the Bible Society 
will help to some 
conception of what 
the meeting meant. 
| Dr. Samuel Trex- 
ler, prominent in 
the councils of the 
United Lutheran 
Church, sending “a 
brief expression of 
my feelings,’ com- 
menting on the fact 
that “the spacious 
auditorium was 


Handel 


In praise and prayer. 

Until our journeys end, 
Lord, our soul descend 

With watchful care. 


Handel 


‘overnment shall 
, Counselor, The 


Sevenfold Amen 


Edwin Grasse* 


gallery near the 

organ and made an appealing and significant 
group. By the railing of the high pulpit were 
nine columns of bulky embossed volumes, each 
column a single Bible in a different system or 
version. Those who took part from the pulpit 
wore their gowns and hoods; Miss Keller in 
her cardinal gown and purple hood, presented 
by Glasgow University when conferring on her 
the degree of doctor of laws, adding especial 
color. The Old Testament lesson was read 
from the 35th chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah 
in braille; while the New Testament lesson, 
the 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians, was recited 
by the talking book machine. 


filled with the 
friends of the Bible and the Blind who had 
come to thank God for the gift of the Holy 
Scriptures which has been made possible to 
them,” emphasized the wonderful musical con- 
tribution by the Blind and “the spoken testi- 
mony to the joy and comfort from the Word 
by Helen Keller, noble soul—how her counte- 
nance lit as she spoke of that Word.” Mrs. 
Orrin R. Judd, active in Baptist and mission- 
ary circles, wrote: “That was a stirring meet- 
ing this afternoon. I would not have missed 
it for anything.” Walter G. Holmes, himself 
serving the blind widely, wrote: “It was a 
wonderful meeting.” 
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Mrs. Frank D. Gamewell has favored us 
with this fuller comment: 


I had long known of the Bible Society’s work for 
the blind; but there was given to me that day a new 
realization of its vast meaning and value. From be- 
ginning to end of the carefully arranged program I 
was held spellbound. Beautiful were the trained 
voices of the blind singers; soul-inspiring the music 
of blind organist and violinist; touching the reading 
of the Scripture lesson by a sturdy man from his 
Braille Bible; thrilling the presence and address by 
_ Helen Keller. The tall piles of Braille Bibles on either 
| side of the altar riveted my attention again and again. 
Two never-to-be-forgotten thoughts were impressed 

upon me vividly. As I listened to the blind sing and 

to Helen Keller speak, I had a vision of these same 
people, all handicaps forever gone, seeing, hearing, 
speaking, amid the glorious activities of heaven. 

Then, as I looked again into the singers’ faces, most 
of them such young faces, it was borne in upon me as 
_ never in the past, what it must mean to the blind to 


Notes and Comments 


HILE this number commemorates the 
centennial of the Bible Society’s service 
to the Blind, Christmas is not forgotten. 
2 ees 
The beautiful prayer by Dr. Francis G. Pea- 
body, former chaplain of Harvard University, 
is one that may well be used the year through 


until another Christmas comes. 
e © 

Tue embossing on the front and back covers, 
of the words “Thy word is a lamp,” does not 
begin to be as clear as in embossed volumes of 
the Bible. For them special paper is used, care 
and time are given to embossing, to handling, 
and to avoid pressure. But they do afford an 


idea of four systems of embossing. 
e e 


Or the blind who took part in the Centennial 
service, some facts may be given :— 


Edwin Grasse is a distinguished violin virtuoso, organ- 
ist, and composer, whose works are known and used by 
organists and violinists on both sides of the Atlantic. 

The New York Institute for the Education of the 
Blind, through its principais, has been in friendly co- 
operation with the Bible Society from the time of ID}e. 
Russ, its founder in 1833, whom the Board of the So- 
ciety consulted that year on Scriptures for the Blind. 

Mr. Frank Irwin, organist and violinist, is the as- 
sistant organist of St. Thomas’ Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Brooklyn. 

Miss Weinstein is a mezzo-soprano, trained in Bal- 
timore, Maryland, and recently come to New York. 

Miss Helen Keller, known the world over for her 
marvelous achievements and fine character, is a grad- 
uate of Radcliffe College with degrees of B.A. from 
Harvard; LL.D. and L.H.D. from Temple, and LL.D. 
from Glasgow. Author of notable books, contributor 
to standard magazines and papers, outstanding advo- 


cate of the welfare of the blind, she has spoken on. 


their behalf in practically every state of the Union 
and several European countries. She can neither see 


nor hear. 
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be able here and now to read the Bible—read it them- 
selves and draw from its rich stores blessing and com- 
fort. At once a prayer of thanksgiving welled up 
within me that it was my unspeakable privilege to 
have a share, albeit a very small one, in the great 
work the Bible Society is carrying on. And with this 
came a longing to do more, and yet more. 


It was indeed a memorable service. At its 
close, many lingered to give expression to their 
feelings and to examine the columns of em- 
bossed Bibles and the Talking Book machine. 
Programs, with their information about the 
work, and the words of Scripture “Thy Word 
Is a Lamp” embossed thereon in Line Letter, 
New York Point, Moon, and Braille, were 
eagerly sought and taken as souvenirs. The 
inclement weather without was forgotten in the 
impression and inspiration of the service. 


A Christmas Prayer 


GR Heavenly Father, who hast mercifully 

and patiently led us through the busy 
pear, giving us more than we have deserved or 
eben desired, give us at this Christmas time 
some share in the grace of Jesus Christ. Let 
the gracious spirit of Jesus, the spirit of the 
little child, as it knocks today at the hearts of 
men, enter our lives and bless them; that duty 
map become touched with beauty, and justice be 
forgotten in lobe. At other times we ask that 
we may do our task with consecration and pa- 
tience; today wwe ask for more: that obligation 
map be changed to opportunity, and duty done 
with joy. At other times twe ask that we map 
walk uprightly: today we pray for grace to bow 
ourselves to others’ needs. Let our hearts hear 
the crp of the needy, and our hearts feel the love 
of the unlovelpy. Give our hands strength, not 
to bo great things, but to do small things gra- 
clouslpy. Let our gifts today be, not a sacrifice, 
but a privilege. Let us accept kindness with 
humility. Weal the wounds of misunderstand- 
ing, jealousp, or regret, that scar our hearts; 
and let the gentler atv of the Christmas spirit . 
touch our lives, as though the cold of winter 
were touched bp the kindlier breath of spring. 
As the old pear ends, and the new pear begins, 
qrant us peace with the world, and peace in our 
own hearts, that those te love, and those thom 
we may help, map habe stweet joy and rest; and 
the grace of Jesus Christ be in us all. 

Francis G. Peabody 
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The Bible and the Blind 


By the Rev. J. Sutherland Bonnell, D.D. 
Pastor, Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York City 


And in that day shall the deaf hear the words 
of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see 
out of obscurity, and out of darkness.—Isaiah 
29: 18 


HEN, about 1384, 

Wyclitte pro- 
duced the Scriptures 
written in the English 
tongue, it was a labor 
of ten months for his 
copyists to write one 
volume of the Bible. 
So greatly was the 
Word of God revered, 
that lar oe sums) of 
money were paid for 
even a few sheets of 
the manuscript. Only 
a man of wealth could 
hope to possess the 
whole of the Bible. One historian records that 
an English farmer gave to a prosperous neigh- 
bor a load of hay for permission to read the 
Scriptures for a period of one hour a day. 

We must remember, too, that the Bible, dur- 
ing the time of Wycliffe, was a proscribed 
book, banned to the people in England. In 
many cases the death penalty was invoked 
upon those who possessed even a few pages 
of it in the English tongue. “Readers of the 
Book were burned, with the Scriptures tied 
round their necks. Husbands were made to 
witness against their wives, and children 
forced to light the death fires of their parents. 
And the possessors of the banned Wycliffe 
Bibles were hunted down as though they were 
wild beasts.” 

For a time, it looked as though every copy 
of this version of the Bible would be ferreted 
out and destroyed; but the fact that one hun- 
dred and seventy of these remain to this day, 
bears eloquent testimony to the love for this 
book that was in the hearts of people in those 
distant centuries. 

Then came the discovery, in Europe, of 
printing by movable type, November 1454. 

No amount of vigilance, now, upon the part 
of leaders of church or state could ever again 
prevent the word of God from coming into the 
hands of the common people of Europe. 

Who can estimate the part that has been 
played by the Bible in the development of 
English-speaking peoples? It has been the 
inspiration of all that is best in our civilization. 

Until the nineteenth century, however, there 


DR. BONNELL 


was one portion of our population that was 
shut off, to a large degree, from the high privi- 
lege of reading the Scriptures. I refer to the 
blind. ‘True, they could hear the message of 
the Bible as it was read to them by others; 
but the privilege of private study, and quiet 
perusal of the Word of God, was denied to 
them. 

Then came an event which, to the blind, is 
of as vital importance as the discovery of 
printing is to all of us. It happened in the 
year 1835. In that year, the American Bible 
Society made a grant of money to Dr. S. G. 
Howe, the pioneer worker in the field of re- 
search for some type of printing that could be 
read by the blind. Eight years later, the 
whole of the Bible, in raised roman letters, 
was made available to those who lacked the 
blessing of sight. From that day onward, the 
American Bible Society has labored inces- | 
santly to make the Scriptures available in the | 
most readable form for the blind. 

What that has meant to such people has 
been brought home to all our hearts by the | 
impressive message of Miss Helen Keller. It | 
touched me deeply to hear her tell of the hope, — 
the radiance, the buoyancy, that have come to _ 
her from the Word of God, and not to her 
alone, but, also, to the great multitude of the | 
blind. 

I recall very vividly an occasion early in the 
year 1933, when I listened to Miss Keller de-— 
liver an address in Brooklyn, in the Central 
Congregational Church, on a Sunday night. — 
The brave words that she uttered at that time 
have ever since been an inspiration to me; 
and, whenever I have come face to face with 
difficulties that have seemed insuperable, I 
have been shamed out of my cowardice by the 
heroism of this dauntless woman, whom we 
are all delighted to honor this day. 

What has given to the Bible this amazing 
power in the lives of men and women? How 
do we explain the fact that the printed Word 
without note or comment has oftentimes lifted 
people from the depth of despair to life and 
hope again, and from defeat into victory? 

May I answer these questions by way of 
analogy? Somewhere in the United States, 
there is a skilfully engraved copper plate, which 
records the American Constitution. When you 
look at the plate closely, you can see nothing 
more than a bit of writing beautifully done; 
but when you hold the copper plate off at a 
little distance, suddenly the writing resolves 


than a year, he would be totally blind. 
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itself into an exact reproduction of the face 
of Washington, the father of his country. 

So it is with the Bible. To many people it is 
but a record of printed words; but to the eye 


of faith, from out of these printed words there 


stands forth the face of Jesus Christ. We 
can see his features faintly outlined in the Old 


Testament, and shining forth in undimmed 


splendor in the New. It is that majestic per- 
sonality who reveals God to man, and man, at 
his best, to himself, that speaks to us from 
every page of the Bible. 

All that I have been saying today, and that 


has been said here by others, is summed up 


for me in an incident that happened a few 


years ago in the course of my own ministry. 


A man, who was a member of my congre- 


gation, came in to tell me that he was losing 


his sight. The doctors told him that, in less 
It was 


a crushing blow, but he bore up bravely. He 


commenced, at once, the study of Braille, and 


made good progress. In about a year’s time, 
darkness descended on him. 

Twelve months later, he came to see me one 
day in deep distress. He had lost his employ- 
ment. A few investments that he had made 
were gravely imperilled. His wife was ill. 
The future for him was dark indeed. After 
we talked over the situation, I asked him to 
come in the following morning, while, in the 
meantime, I would see what arrangements 
could be made for his assistance. 

The next morning he came. I knew at once 
that something had happened in the interim. 
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His step was buoyant and firm; his face was 
radiant. He gripped me eagerly by the hand, 
and said, “I have something wonderful to tell 
you. I am not afraid of the future now. I 
have got back my faith in God. This is what 
happened. Last evening I sat in my home, 
utterly dejected. One misfortune after an- 
other had overtaken me. I began to wonder 
whether life was worth going on with at all, 
and dark and ugly suggestions began to creep 
into my mind. Almost in despair, I put my 
head down on my arms on the table, feeling 
that I was, of all men, the most. miserable. 
Suddenly, I noticed that my outstretched hand 
was resting on something. As I groped in the 
darkness, I found that it was the letters of the 
Braille. I felt along with my fingers, and this 
is the message that God flashed into my dark- 
ened life: “The Lord redeemeth the soul of his 
servants, and none of them that trust in him 
shall be desolate.’ It was the last verse of the 
34th Psalm, and it sounded in every corridor 
of my being like the voice of the Eternal. I 
am not afraid of the future now. I know that 
He will carry me through.” 

Christian men and women, you and I are 
unworthy of the name that we bear, if we do 
not seek to put into the hands of every man 
and woman who is blind, this book whose mes- 
sage alone can open the blind eyes and lead 
out of the prison house of darkness souls that 
have long been benighted. “In that day,” says 
Isaiah, ‘“‘shall the deaf hear the words of the 
book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out 
of obscurity, and out of darkness.” 


Supplying the Blind with the Bible 


By Lewis Birge Chamberlain 


Historical address at the Centennial of Service to the Blind 


HIS fall the four hundredth anniversary 

of the first printing of the English Bible 
is being widely observed. This afternoon we 
are commemorating the one hundredth anni- 
versary of the first printing of Scriptures for 
the blind. The service today recalled has par- 
alleled practically the whole period of the edu- 


cation of the blind in this country. 


The Society’s Part 


The first reference to the blind in the rec- 


—ords of the American Bible Society is one of 


June 1833 in a minute recording that, accord- 
ing to the census, “there were at least 5,385 
blind persons in the United States” (120,000 


are now reported), and declaring “it is the 
duty of the Society to provide an edition of the 


entire New Testament for their use, so soon as 
a system of printing is settled.” 

In April 1835 the Bible Society gave $1,000 
for experiments, which eventuated in the pub- 
lishing of the first embossed Bible in Line 
etter. 

By April 1935—one hundred years later— 
the Society had supplied over 117,000 of these 
bulky, costly, embossed volumes in thirty-one 
languages, systems, and forms [as set forth on 
the back page of the cover—Ed.] the longest 
and largest such service rendered to the lit- 
erate blind by any society in the world. 

Constant efforts to simplify, condense, and 
improve embossed printing during these ten 
decades have produced changes. As one sup- 
planted another, the blind had to learn each 
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system if they would read current literature ; 
also, books embossed in the former systems 
became useless to new readers taught the new 
systems. ‘This process has greatly multiplied 
the work for the Bible Society also. The 
heavy expense of producing an embossed Bible 
had to be incurred 
again and again as 
each new system 
came into general 
use. 

But only by in- 
curring it could the 
Society carry out its 
great purpose of 
supplying Bibles to 
everyone in the 
tongue or form he 
could Greqd se leenas 
published Bibles in 
new systems only 
after each system 
has been established 
in use, and there 
was real call for the 
Seriptures in’ them, 

For eighty years, 
embossing was on 
only one side of the 
page. But two-side embossing has been de- 
veloped, as in ink-printed books. The Society 
provides, in this two-side form, the Bible in 
three systems, reducing bulk and cost. 


The reader of the Old Testa- 
ment Passage at the Centen- 
nial Service; here playing the 
chimes at his home church. 


The Pocket Bible 


The bulk of these Bibles led the Society to 
publish a small volume of cherished Scrip- 
ture Passages, chiefly from the New Testa- 
ment. The blind call it their “pocket Bible.” 
It is now available in New York Point, 
Braille, and Moon; and also in the Talking 
Book Record form, from which the New ‘Tes- 
tament lesson was read today. Altogether, 
over 9,000 copies of this volume have been 
published—by far the largest number of any 
book ever embossed anywhere for the blind. 


Printers 


The Line Letter Bi- 


To mark its 100 
years’ service the 


ble, the first published %° °*?hyas es 
. Christmas, 
anywhere inthe world, gave the 


was originally printed 
by Dr. Howe in Bos- 
ton at the expense of 
the Society. Succeed- 
ing editions of it, and 
Bibles in subsequent 
systems, for over two 
generations, were em- 
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bossed and bound at the Bible House, Astor 


Place, New York, until 


1922 when its printing 


plant was dismantled. Since then the Ameri- 
can Printing House for the Blind, at Louis- 


ville, chiefly has printed 
systems for the Society 


has been involved is shown 


the Bibles in various 
. Something of what 
in the following 


table: 
Vols, Plates Inches 

Line Wuetters. sos samme eee eiser 16 1,848 each 12%x15% 
New Work Point fo. e+ ose. ose 11 1,839 “ 13%x14 
New York Point Bi-page ...... 11 2,490 “  -12Y%x14 
Ameticans Braille: ps6 gase + <siee 19 3,247 is) exis 
Revised Braille Grade 1% Auth. ; 

WiStSiomm pasnetsctaah ceausva ei cyscaayenars 20 4,591 6 ht ecard 
Revised Braille Grade 1% Am. 

Révised. Version) .esccis cei « 20 4,593 = 4 sie 
Standard English Braille Grade 2 18 3,746 FD Nie 

"Rotall 9 crm siaate extents waters cenee soe 


Cost Prices 


The cost has always been heavy. The latest 
cost prices of a whole Bible are: Line Letter, 


poo 


New York Point, $80*; 


New York 


Point, Bipage, $37; American Braille, $157*3 
Revised Braille Grade 1%, $47; Standard Eng- 


lish Braille Grade 2, $4 


1. In addition, Bibles 


in Moon and in English Braille are imported 


and supplied, the cost 


$187; English Braille, $41. 
The ‘Special Price” Policy 


From the beginning the policy has been to 


supply these expensive 


prices to the blind and to schools and libraries 
For the last decade the Society 
has made a uniform special price to or for the 
blind of 25c a volume in any system, though 
the books cost from $2 to $8 each. 
sionary service. ‘The whole bulky, costly Bible | 


serving them. 


is not ordinarily given 
blind ministers, teachers, 
cal students. 


No blind person, whose desire for the Scrip- 
tures was known, has failed to receive some 


volumes. 


Abroad 


One of the columns 
our work abroad. It 


“Pocket Bible” in 
Braille, at their eager 
request, to 1,517 in the 
upper class- 
es of 86 
schools for 
the Blind, 


prices being, Moon, 


volumes at moderate 


It is a mis- 


to individuals, save to 
and Bible or theologi- 


before you stands for 
is the whole Bible in 
Japanese, issued by 
our Japan Agency. 
Apart from English, | 
Welsh, German, and 
Arabic, Japanese is 
the only language 
which has the whole 
Bible for the blind. 
The Society has pubsy 
lished and handled vol- | 
umes of the Bible in. 


* No Icnger printed. Re- 
quests met from available stock. © 
, 
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the other languages and systems named in the 
program. [See table on the back cover.—Ed. ] 


Friends of the Bible and the Blind 


It is a great, gracious, and expensive service, 
and could not have been rendered but for the 
warm-hearted, responsive friends of the Bible 
and the blind. Even before the Board, in 
1833, recorded its duty to help the blind, a con- 
tribution of $191 was received by it from a 
ministers’ meeting in Boston, “to aid in print- 
ing the New Testament on behalf of the blind.” 
The Massachusetts Bible Society gave $1,000, 
and the New York Female Bible Society $500, 
of the $10,000 spent by the Society on the first 
Edition of the Line Letter Bible. Ever since 
then, Christians, alive with the sympathy for 
the blind which Christ so frequently evinced, 
have made this work possible by special gifts; 
for it is too expensive to be carried on from 
the general resources of the Society. Jonathan 
Burr, of Chicago, started its “Blind Fund.” 
He saw three blind scholars taking their part 
with others in a Sunday-school class by using 
an embossed volume of the Bible. Learning 
that the book had come from the American 
Bible Society, he gave $46,000 toward main- 
taining this special work. The Society has 
spent several hundred thousand dollars in this 
service, and is grateful indeed for the support 
from individuals and churches and _ societies 
which make it possible. 


Workers Have Helped 


Workers for and with the blind have been 
continually an instigating and assisting factor. 
Samuel G. Howe, the pioneer benefactor of the 
blind in our country, inspired the $191 gift al- 
ready mentioned, appealed to the Bible Society 
to produce the whole Bible in Line Letter, and 
then made the plates and printed it. William 
B. Wait, the second great benefactor of 
the blind (some fifty 
years the principal of 
New Y ork Institute 
for the Education of 
the Blind) persuaded 
the Society to publish 
the Bible in New 
York Point which he 
invented, made the 
plates, proofread them 
mimself, and later 
gave the Society a su- 
perbly accurate press 
to publish the bipage 
Bible. The Missouri 
School for the Blind, 
through S. M. Green, 


A blind evangelist in the 

Virgin Islands supplied 

with 22 Moon volumes of 
the Scripture. 
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then and still its principal, made and gave the 
Society plates for the American Braille Bible. 
Walter G. Holmes, beloved friend and bene- 
factor of the blind, had the plates made in both 
New York Point and Braille for the popular 
Scripture Passages volume already mentioned. 
The American Foundation for the Blind has 
made possible the Talking Book records. 
The Blind 

And the blind themselves have been a great 
stimulus in this work. ‘Their handicap, their 
need, their desire, 
their courage, their 
gratitude, and the way 
they have used and 
profited by these vol- 
umes, have been an 
ever-growing inspira- 
tion. They have made 
everyone who shares 
in the work grateful 
for the privilege, and 
proud of the oppor- 
tunity. And why? 

Because the blind 
find what the Bible 
can and should mean 
to everyone. 


The Bible 
Yes, the Bible is the 
powerful factor. Can 


One who supports himself 
by making brooms and this 


year purchased the New 
Testament in Braille, 


anyone imagine any 

other book, or any other purpose, sufficient to 
attract and maintain for a full century, and 
never more than today, such a service as that 
of the Bible Society? such support of it by any 
public? such a deserving, responsive, growing 
group as the blind readers of the Bible? It is 
tremendously significant that from Dr. Samuel 
Howe in 1835 to Dr. Herbert Putnam, of the 
Library of Congress, in 1935 (who decided 
that books of the Bible be the first volumes to 
be produced in Talking Book form), each spon- 
sor of a new system has chosen the Bible as 
most promptly to be given to the blind. 

And why is this? 

True the Bible has had, and has, a marked 
effect on the social, intellectual, cultural, and 
political life of every land and people it has 
reached. But, back of this, and the cause of 
this fact, is the supreme fact that the Bible has 
in it the voice of God. 

e ® 

Dr. Frampton, the new principal of the New 
York Institute for the Education of the Blind, 
has come to it after varied and useful experi- 
ence in the fields of religious education and 


social service. Pe 
* | Ol 
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The Bible in the Missionary Enterprise 


By the Rev. James H. Franklin, D.D., LL.D., President, Northern Baptist Convention 


ISCERNING missionaries in the Orient 
and Africa soon realized that they were 
merely pioneers, and that native churches 
must be formed to become the permanent 
light-bearers there. Such missionaries, there- 
fore, quickly determined that the books of the 
Bible, on which the Christian churches of 
Europe and America had depended so largely 
for a record of the basic facts of their religion, 
and for guidance and inspiration, should be 
translated into the languages of the peoples 
among whom new churches were being formed. 
Perhaps some of the early Protestant mis- 
sionaries were influenced by a knowledge of 
the consequences of the failure of the great 
Roman Catholic, Francis Xavier, to carry the 
Bible with him and to translate it into the lan- 
guages of the peoples to whom he ministered. 
Without question, Xavier was one of the great- 
est missionaries of all times. Yet we are told 
that some of his colaborers, even those of his 
own day, regarded his work as weak, since it 
did not root itself so as to leave large perma- 
nent results. Many Protestant missionaries 
made mistakes of a different sort; but it may 
be claimed that, in spite of terriffic difficulties, 
one of their first efforts was to translate the 
Scriptures into the vernacular. 

The difficulties involved in securing a trans- 
lation of the Scriptures were almost insuper- 
able in many instances. When William Carey 
reached India and had acquired a use of the 
Bengali tongue, he still was unable to make a 
satisfactory translation of such words as these: 
“For God so loved the world;” and “Repent 
ye.’ ‘There was no real equivalent in the 
Bengali tongue for “love,’ nor for “repent- 
ance.” In China there is still disagreement as 
to the terms that would be the equivalent of 
some of the phrases most familiar to us. 

Some of the difficulties encountered are well 
illustrated in the case of China where the first 
complete translation of the Bible was finished 
by Robert Morrison in 1823. This was ac- 
complished in a language without an alphabet 
or a grammar, and with from six to ten thou- 
sand separate characters for use in printing. 
Some one has said: “To learn Chinese is work 
for men with bodies of brass, lungs of steel, 
heads of oak, hands of spring steel, eyes of 
eagles, hearts of apostles, memories of angels, 
and lives of Methuselah.” Moreover, Mor- 
rison’s life was in constant danger, as was that 
of his Chinese instructor, while studying the 
language, so violent was the feeling with ref- 


erence to any help that might be given to a 
foreigner in his efforts to become acquainted 
with the Chinese language and life. Today the 
Bible is in many dialects and circulated freely. 

While Japan was still living the life of a 
hermit nation and refused to have intercourse 
with other countries, Dr. Samuel Wells Wil- 
liams,* a missionary to China, undertook, about 
1840, to learn the Japanese language from some 
shipwrecked Japanese sailors who were not 
permitted to return to their own land. He 
succeeded in translating the Book of Genesis 
and the Gospel of St. Matthew; but for years 
after that time the laws of Japan forbade the 
circulation of the Bible in any language. 
Nearly two decades after Japan had opened 
her doors to the outside world, Jonathan 
Goble, who had completed a translation of the 
Gospels, wrote: “I tried in Yokohama to get 
the blocks cut for printing, but all seemed 
afraid to undertake it. 


I was only able to get 


it done in Tokyo by a man who, I think, did_ 
not know the nature of the book upon which — 


he was working.” ‘Today the Bible is known 
all over Japan, and is widely read in a land 
which grants complete religious freedom. 
Despite the grave difficulties involved, the 
translation of the Bible into the languages of 
the world has gone forward rapidly. By 1800 
it had been printed in only seventy-one differ- 
ent tongues. By 1906 it was known to have 
been published in six hundred and thirty-nine 
languages and dialects. 
peared in nine hundred and fifty-four, and its 
inspiration to human hearts that cry for a 
deeper and higher knowledge of God has been 
beyond all human estimate. Like the strings 
of a perfectly tuned musical instrument, there 
is a response from the words of the Bible to 
the plaintive cry of heart-hungry humanity, 
“Oh that I knew where I might find him!” 
The Bible in any language carries its own 


At this date it has ap-_ 


credentials; its own proof that it is “the Word 
of God”; its own evidence that it is “divinely | 


inbreathed.” A few illustrations will suffice. 

The late Doctor Niijima, the eminent Japa- 
nese Christian who founded Doshisha Univer- 
sity in Japan, rejoiced to relate how he himself 
had been moved by reading the opening verse 
of the Bible, “In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth.”’ Kagawa was 
moved to surrender his heart to Christ when 
in the New Testament he read these words, 
“Consider the lilies of the field, how they 


“Tater, President of the American Bible Society, 1881-1884. 
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grow; they toil not, neither do they spin; 
and yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.” 


_ He was moved to a desire to follow one who 


taught the way to a God whose care encom- 


passed the birds of the air, the grass, and the 
lilies of the field. 


A hardened criminal in a Japanese prison, 
having nothing else to do, picked up a copy of 
the Bible that had been given him and opened 
it at the story of the trial of Jesus. He read 
on until he came to these words: “Father, for- 
give them; for they know not what they do.’ 
He stopped, “stabbed to the heart, as if pierced 
by a five-inch nail.” This is his testimony: 


“Through this simple sentence I was led into 


the whole of Christianity.” 
General Chang Chih-kiang in China bought 


_ twenty-two thousand dollars’ worth of Chinese 


Bibles and Testaments for presentation to his 


officers and soldiers, having these words em- 


bossed in letters of gold on the covers: “This 
is the greatest book in the world.” 

Too much cannot be said in appreciation of 
the labors of men who have translated the 
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Scriptures into languages other than their own. 
Many of their translations are excellent; but 
it may be questioned whether anyone can 
make a translation and perfectly reproduce the 
spirit and meaning of various portions of 
Scripture in a language which he acquired 
rather late in life. That must be done by those 
to whom the language that is being employed 
is their mother tongue. Already such trans- 
lations are appearing; but something further 
is needed. In every land Christian scholars of 
real ability should be encouraged to master 
both Hebrew and Greek, so that from the lan- 
guages from which we have translated the Scrip- 
tures into English and European tongues, they 
may now translate them into their own mother 
tongues, employing the spirit, genius, and idiom 
of each peculiar dialect. Thus will the Bible 
yield richer blessing among the peoples of the 
earth. Thus, too, will Oriental Christians 
bring us some richer interpretations of por- 
tions of the Scriptures than we of the Occident 
have discovered for ourselves in the language 
and imagery of books that came originally out 
of the Orient. 


Shall the Commemoration Achieve Real Results? 


By Vernon B. Ramseur 


HOSE who are in close contact with the 

work* at headquarters of the National 
Commemoration Committee for the Four 
Hundred Years of the Printed English Bible 
are amazed at the hold the program is taking 
upon the people at large. 


Newspapers Help 


This interest is not due alone to the subject 


of the Commemoration, magnificent as it is. 


It has been aroused largely by the splendid 


_perbly. 


that they love. 


support the newspapers of the country have 
given from the first announcements last June. 

It was to be expected, of course, that the 
religious press of the country would rally su- 
It was a foregone conclusion that the 
ministers in great number would be ready to 
“spend and be spent,” as ever, for the cause 
Our representative committee- 


men, national and regional, with over three 
hundred members guaranteed us an unusual 


hearing. But none had dreamed that the secu- 
lar press would so eagerly reach out for the 
news we had to give. Witness, for instance, a 
record of 3,000 clippings in October alone, the 
promise of still more for November, and cer- 
tainly an avalanche for December,—and_ the 
clipping services can cull only a fraction of the 
total items printed. 


The range of their reports is striking. The 
great metropolitan dailies presented, for in- 
stance, the full radio speech of the President 
delivered by Secretary Hull. The Press Asso- 
ciations passed on to their hundreds of member- 
papers throughout the country a series of ar- 
ticles written for the committee by such emi- 
nent men and women as Senator Capper, Roger 
Babson, Zona Gale, Alonzo Stagg, Governor 
Cross, and others. Prominent space has been 
given to the reports of popular mass meetings 
in San Francisco, Baltimore, and many other 
large cities. A great Minneapolis daily devoted 
a whole page to advertising the program with- 
out charge; one of the Florida dailies, two 
pages; literally thousands of local meetings 
were chronicled in the hundreds of smaller 
newspapers—daily and weekly. The farm 
journals have been unusually active from the 
very start. Hundreds of inquiries have been 
traced directly to their news stories. 

The interest of the laymen has kept pace 
with that of the secular press. A banker 
writes: “TI saw in my local paper * * * let me 
know something about it.’ A railroad mail 
clenkesays. Lyameinterested i this? *.*:* 91 
want to present it to my Sunday-school class.” 
And so on. Teachers in public schools have 
asked for material to give to their students. 
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Great state universities, by law having no Bible 
courses, have programed lectures through their 
book clubs, etc. The librarians, especially in 
small cities and in high schools and colleges, 
have been very active. 

The “Army” at West Point, the “Navy” at 
Annapolis, chaplains of the C.C.C. and other 
military groups, colleges, universities, minis- 
terial associations, Sunday-school organiza- 
tions, from every section of the country, from 
every state in the Union,—truly it is a Na- 
tional Commemoration ! 


Have WE? 

And now, let us look at facts—Have we been 
practical? Have we brought the matter into 
our own lives? Have we individually in our 
own church and community— 


Revived our Bible courses? Haye we stirred 
up a great host of new readers of the Bible? 
Discovered those in our community and con- 
gregation who have not the Bible in their homes? 


The Bible and Life’s Crises 


By the Rey. C. E. Macartney, D.D., Litt.D., Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh 


RISTOTLE opens one of his works with 
this sentence: “This book is written, not 

for knowledge, but for action.” This is pre- 
eminently true of the Bible. Its truths were 
given, not for knowledge, in the ordinary sense 
of the word, but for belief and action. We 


hear much of the Bible as literature; and, in- 


deed, as mere literature it stands by itself. No- 
where are there such historical narratives, such 
odes and dirges, such orations, such apos- 
trophes, and such sublime poetry. But it must 
never be forgotten that the Bible has lived 
through the ages, not because of the beauty and 
superiority of its literature, but because men 
received it as the Word of God and practiced 
its precepts in their daily life. 

The Bible says of itself, “The word of 
God is tried.” This is tfue as to its history 
and biography and its comments upon human 
nature. But it is true, above all else, in the 
sense that men and women in the midst of the 
struggles and battles and sorrows and temp- 
tations of this life have found the Bible to be a 
lamp unto their feet and a light unto their 
path. Should the Bible ever cease to be so 
read and so received; should it ever come to 
be looked upon as merely an interesting assort- 
ment of ancient religious books—then the 
Bible will have passed out of the life of man. 
But this will never come to pass, because from 
age to age men discover that the Bible is what 
it declared itself to be—‘“a lamp unto our feet 
and a light unto our path.” 
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Found among our membership Bible lovers 
who are anxious to provide those who haven’t 
it with this life-giving book? 

The objectives are just those. It is the de- 
clared purpose of the Commemoration to 1n- 
crease the reading and possession of the Scrip- 
tures; to see that our unchurched neighbors 
and young people are presented a copy of the 
Book of Books; to see that our churches, our 
hospitals, orphanages and public institutions 
are offered the Bible, and that thousands of 
new homes will soon be in possession of it, and 
thousands of men, women, and youths will be- 
come its eager readers. 

What a memorable Christmas this will be if, 
at the close of this Four Hundredth Anniver- 
sary of the Printing of the First English Bible, 
every congregation in America could say that 
every member of their church and Sunday 
school has and reads his Bible! 

Truly it is a National Commemoration ! 


In recent years the thrilling story of Pitcairn 
Island and the mutiny of the Bounty has been 
retold and popularized in moving pictures, 
newspaper articles, and in books. There is one 
incident in that story which, indeed, is worth 
retelling. The mutineers sank their ship and 
landed with their native women on the lonely 
island named Pitcairn. There were nine white 
sailors, six natives, ten women, and a girl of 
fifteen. One of the sailors discovered a method 
of distilling alcohol, and the island colony was 
debauched with drunkenness and vice. After 
a. time, only one of the white sailors who had 
landed on the island survived, surrounded by 
native women and half-breed children. This 
sailor, Alexander Smith, found in one of the 
chests that had been taken out of the Bounty a 
copy of the Bible. He began to teach his fel- 
low exiles its principles, with the result that 
his own life was changed and the life of that 
island colony. In 1808 the United States ship 
Topaz visited the island and found a thriving 
and prosperous community, without whiskey, 
without a jail, without crime, and without an 
insane asylum. ‘The Bible had changed the 
life of that island community. So it has been 
from age to age. “The entrance of thy words 
giveth light.” 

There is no doubt that the world is dark. 
Were it not dark, we would need no lamp 
unto our feet and no light for our path. The 
world has been made dark by sin, and man has 
lost the way. The Bible is the revelation of 
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the way through life. Is there any doubt that 
we all need that revelation? 

On a dark night, and on a treacherous path, 
a lantern in a man’s hand makes a great dif- 
ference. It may be the difference between life 
and death. Man’s path here is beset by a 
thousand dangers. The Bible shows these dan- 
gers. It utters the commandments of God, 
which are sure, “making wise the simple.” 
Every day death, sin, and temptation add to 
the number of their ghastly trophies. But of 


those who have perished, how many were us- 
ing faithfully the lantern which God has given 


man?’ How many had been reading its pages 
regularly and prayerfully? 

Life is encompassed with sorrow and trial. 
The Bible does not take away our trials, or 


deliver us from our sorrows; but it does tell 


us that they have a purpose, and that they are 
working out for us and in us the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness. 


By and by, all come to the end of life. Be- 


fore we ourselves reach that end, we have seen 


covered with mist and fog. 


many others arrive at that place of departure, 
If you close the 


Bible, if you put out this one light, what have 


Hyou left? 


Who speaks for the after-here? 
What voice is uplifted by the grave of sor- 
row? A few dreamers and thinkers, a few 
tamperers with the lock to the gate of the 
hidden city of death, utter their arguments and 


come back with their weird tales which neither 
convince nor enlighten. 


But, when we turn to 
the Bible, there is light and there is hope; 
for the Bible leads us to Christ, who is the way, 
the truth, and the life. The path of life is not 
only dangerous, but it is a path which, without 


the light of the Bible, leads we know not 


where. The Bible is the book of destiny and 


shows us the way to heaven. 


/ 


Oscar Wilde, one of the most gifted writers 


of the last half century, fell into deep and un- 
_mentionable sin. 


Writing of his experiences 


when a prisoner in Reading Gaol, where, as he 


says in his powerful “Ballad of Reading 


Gaol,” the prisoners only now and then had a 
chance to look with wistful eye 


Upon that little tent of blue 
Which prisoners call the sky,— 


tells how, in his deep distress and woe, the 
only literature which now meant anything to 


him was the New Testament. A striking trib- 


ute to the fact that the Bible speaks to the 


deeps that are in the human heart, and that in 
the crises of life it has a message when other 


books are meaningless and other voices silent. 


Some say the Bible as a book is obscure. 


It does not, indeed, pretend to answer every 


question; and what the Bible does not say, the 
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silence of the Bible, is sometimes as striking 
and impressive as its speech. Of all the figures 
and metaphors employed in the Bible to de- 
scribe what it does for the soul of man, I 
think this of the lantern and the light is the 
best. We do not carry lanterns by daylight. 
The Bible is not the sunlight; but it is what 
the Psalmist called it, “a lamp unto our feet 
and a light unto our path” amid the shadows 
of this world. It is what Peter called it in his 
beautiful metaphor, “a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawn and the day-star arise 
in our hearts.” 

I remember seeing once on the wall of old 
Canterbury cathedral a tablet with an inscrip- 
tion on it from the second and little read por- 
tion of “Pilgrim’s Progress.’ It is as follows: 
Prudence :—What do you think of the Bible? 
Matthew :+-It is the holy Word of God. 

Prudence :—Is there nothing written therein but what 
you understand? 

Matthew :—Yes, a great deal. 

Prudence :—What do you do when you meet with 
such places therein that you do not un- 
derstand ? 

Matthew :—I think God is wiser than I. I pray also 
that he will please to let me know all 
therein that he knows will be for my 
good. 


Here is John Bunyan’s common sense at its 
best. ‘There will be many things in the Bible 
which we do not understand; but a great deal 
there which we can understand, and which is 
for our eternal good. 

The Christian church owes much to the 
heroic and ancient Church of the Waldensees 
in Italy for the preservation of the Bible and 
its saving truths. In a day when the Bible 
was proscribed, Waldensian ministers some- 
times supported themselves by selling jewels 
and precious stones to the families of the great 
and noble. In the disguise of merchants they 
were able to speak to those who otherwise 
would have been inaccessible. When they had 
disposed of their rings and trinkets, and were 
asked if they had nothing more to offer for 
sale, they would reply, “Yes; we have jewels 
still more precious than any you have seen. 
We will be glad to show these also to you, if 
you will promise not to betray us to the clergy. 
We have here a precious stone so brilliant that 
by its light a man may see God; and another 
which radiates such a fire that it enkindles the 
love of God in the heart of its possessor.” 
Then they unwrapped their treasure, which 
was, of course, the Bible. A true and beautiful 
statement about the Word of God. It is a 
precious stone which sheds a light so brilliant 
that by its light a man may see God. It is a 
stone which kindles within the heart of man the 
love of God. 
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Let Them Speak 


Our Cover Picture 

‘“T NEVER would have guessed that I 
would be having a picture of myself with 

the Bible for your Bible Society. I am doing 
it just to please you, because you do so very 
much to help blind people who do love the 
Bible and want it.” ‘That tells the story of the 
genesis of the cover picture of this issue. But, 
there is far more. Two months ago a brief 
six-line note arrived from Illinois with twenty- 
seven cents and a request for the Volume of 
Scripture Passages, to be sent to a blind girl. 
No system was mentioned. An inquiry was 
necessary, and charming letters have resulted. 
The order had come from one who had her 
sight for four infant years, and then had been 
blind for seven decades! Her chatty letters, 
self-typed, one four large pages, revealed the 
cheerful, active, and brave spirit so often char- 
acterizing letters from the blind, and so inspir- 
ing to those who naturally delight to help them. 
The Line Letter Bible, occupying the top one 
and a half shelves in the picture, was bought 
for her sixty years ago by her father. She has 
learned New York Point, Moon, and three sys- 
tems of Braille since then; but the volume on 
her lap is in the old, familiar Line Letter. The 
last twenty-five years deafness has further shut 
her out of the world, but she scatters sunshine. 


Those on the Western Slope 


From Connecticut has come a letter of 
erateful thanks on behalf of a lady in her 


When a girl 
in the Blind 
School, she 
and her 
classmates 
promised to 
read through 
the Psalms 
every night, 
After fifty 
years use her 
old Book of 
Psalms was 
no longer 

ef i readable, 


IN HER NINETY-SECOND YEAR, READING HER NEW 
VOLUME OF THE PSALMS IN NEW YORK POINT 


ninety-second year,—“eighty-six in total blind- 
ness,—the last twelve almost totally deaf, and 
the last five confined to a wheel chair because 
of a broken hip.” “In spite of all this, her 
sense of humor, her keen mental faculties, and 
her good nature make everyone happy.” ‘The 
only Book of Psalms she had is about fifty 
years old, very much worn down, so that she 
cannot feel the. points.” “She can read six 


systems. The New York Public Library once 
wrote her a note saying she was their best 
reader.” “She prefers the Psalms in New 
York Point, because it does not take up so 
much room.” The picture shows her with the 
new volume sent her. 

Many blind are elderly. A retired Meth- 
odist minister in Ohio reports having lost his 
eyesight at seventy. In his seventy-eighth 
year, he writes: “My life had dragged heavily 
for six years,” until he learned to read the 
Braille and use the typewriter, and now, 
through his fingers, is again enjoying the read- 
ing of the Gospels. 


In Middle Life 


The larger number of the blind are generally 
in middle life. One such from Wisconsin 
wrote, evidently with hesitancy, to ask if there 
were some way “by which I might earn a Bible 
in the Braille system’—mentioning what kinds 
of service she could render. She adds: “I 
cannot tell you how much the possession of 
this Braille Bible would mean, not only to me, 
but to many others who are partially or totally 
blind. My husband is one of these latter. 
Until some time ago I could read to him from 
a large-print Bible. Now, however, I can no 
longer do that, owing to the weakening of my 
eyesight. I am a member of the Bible Class 
at I find much of comfort and cour- 
age in that most precious of all books—the 
Bible. I know that the complete Braille Bible 
is very expensive, and that is why I have ex- 
plained that I am glad and willing to work in 
order that I may possess one. It would mean 
so much to my husband and to many others of 
my acquaintance who are blind; for I would 
surely share my treasure with them.” 

From a helpful friend is this message con- 
cerning a blind lady: ‘She has another book; 
but this is the first one of the Bible she has 
ever had, and it gives her much pleasure as she 
learns to read it. She tries to earn a little 
money, making and selling paper cards.” 

A blind proprietor of an evidently active 
business in new and used pianos, in Massa- 
chusetts, writes of the Bible, which he paid for 
at the special price for the blind: “I received 
it on my forty-fifth birthday, and it was the 
one thing I have always wanted.” It was an 


exchange for his previous Bible in New York 
Point. 


Youth 


One’s sympathy is drawn out to those whose 
closing years are being spent in physical dark- 
ness; to those who are carrying on in the hey- 


gation, at the spe- 


_ price and presented 


started out on June 18. 


December 1935 


day of life without 
sight; and, per- 
haps, even more to 
the young who are 
beginning life in 
blindness. 
dthespastor or 
the young lady in 
New York whose 
picture adorns this 
page, also pur- 
chased the whole 
Braille Bible aided 
by the young peo- 
ple of the congre- 


cial 25c-a-volume 


it to her on Easter 
Sunday, adding, “I 
assure you she will 
not only get great 
comfort out of the old Word, but will make 
good use of the same.” 

A lad of fifteen in Minnesota, writing his 


Given the whole Braille Bible 
on Easter Sunday by the young 
people of her church, 


own letter in Braille, about the Bible purchased 


at the special price for him by his Sunday- 
school class, says: “The Bible is by far my 
favorite book, and I send my thanks to the So- 
ciety for making possible my reception of the 
Book of Books. As I use it daily, you may be 
assured it is a real blessing to me.” 


How They Help 


One must condense in telling the gracious 
and inspiring stories that come through many, 
many letters. Here is one from a blind woman 
in Pennsylvania ordering a book for herself 
and another for a blind friend: “I am trying 


to help, and have succeeded in a degree in help- 


ing, those with failing vision with whom I 
come in contact.” Another from Ohio tells of 
a delightful summer spent visiting friends in 


Michigan: “God is so good, and he is worthy 


of all our praise and adoration. I rejoice in 


Mine fact that I can lay my fingers on those 


wonderful pages and in that way may be able 
to read the Scriptures, and share also in the 
benefits of the great work the Society has done 
and is still doing for the blind.” 

From Virginia comes the word: “I read my 


| Bible daily, and it gives me strength for life, 
-and heart. 


The Society has been kind to me, 
and I deeply appreciate it.” And another re- 
ports, since having received volumes which she 
is sharing with still another’ blind girl: “I am 
now reading the thirteenth volume since I 
I have Saturdays off 


[she is supporting herself by work—Ed.], and 
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when I get the 
chance, I spend the 
day helping to wrap 
and mail literature 
for the blind sent 
out by a society 
here.” One from 
Texas writes: “I 
had never read the 
entire Bible when I 
had physical sight; 
so I resolved at the 
beginning of the 
new year to read 
my Bible through 
chistes yecy ame leas 
elected teacher of 
the Adult Bible 
Class at the Baptist 


Sight lost in the World War, 
he rejoices in his Braille 


volume of Scripture. Citic June 
1934. Have been at the post of duty since 
that time, and enjoy the work immensely.” 
Volumes of the Scripture were sent to one in 
North Carolina who had lost sight as an adult 
and who makes the significant comment: 
“There are compensations in most things, and 
I certainly seem to get much more out of the 
Scriptures since I read slowly.” 

What a rich compensation there is in serv- 
ing those who meet life and their special handi- 
cap with the spirit, courage, and sweetness 
which their letters and conduct reveal. 


Miss Keller and Ten Embossed Bibles 


HE picture on page 151 is a further token of Miss 

Keller’s deep interest and gratitude. To it, she 
gave time in the midst of many engagements. By re- 
quest, wearing the gown and hood presented by Glas- 
gow University when conferring on her the degree of 
LL.D., and in which she spoke at the meeting on No- 
vember 17, she stands among eight embossed Bibles 
published by the American Bible Society, and two 
which it imports from England. Directly behind her 
head is the old New York Point Bible* she used fif- 
teen years, and gave back when changing to the use of 
the twenty-volume Braille Bible* behind her shoulders. 

Columns. Each is a single Bible; left to right— 
1. Moon*; 2. American Braillet; 3. Revised Braillet+; 
4. Standard Braillef; 5. Line Letter*; 6. New York 
Point Bipage*; 7. Japanese Braille; 8. English 
Braille*. 1 and 8 are the imported Bibles. 

On the floor. The single volume at the left is the 
“Pocket Bible’ in Moon; at the right “Pocket Bible” 
in New York Point. The disks are the “Pocket Bi- 
ble’ records for the Talking Book machine. 

The Moon Bible, 58 volumes, 10%4 feet high, by 
comparison, will indicate the height of others. 


* Authorized Version. j~ American Revised Version. ‘The 
Blind now have the same choice the sighted have between 
the two Versions, both in Revised Braille Grade 1% and 
in Standard Braille Grade 2. Standard Braille uses some 
140 more contractions than Revised Braille. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures without note or comment. : 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; the 
distribution of the Scriptures throughout the 
world at cost or free, as a missionary program. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. nee: 

2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. a 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 
$150.00 in one or two payments. : 

4. Memorial Members are constituted by a contribu- 
tion of $100.00. The contributor names the one in 
whose memory the Membership is created. The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 


Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 


SEPTEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE fifth stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and twentieth year was 
held at the Bible House at 3:30 p.m, on 
Thursday, September 5, 1935. President John 
T. Manson was in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. 
Robert M. Hopkins, D.D. 

The minutes of the fourth stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers were presented and 
approved, as were those of standing commit- 
tees. Report was made of progress and plans 
for the Commemoration of the Fourth Centen- 
nial of the First Printed English Bible, and 
copies of pamphlets and leaflets that had been 
prepared were presented. The new poster “Our 
Heritage” for Bible Sunday was exhibited. 

) t ) e 
OCTOBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE sixth stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and twentieth year was held 
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at the Bible House at 3: 30 p. m., on Thursday, 
October 3, 1935. President John T. Manson 
was in the chair. 

In view of the inauguration of the Com- 
memoration of Four Hundred Years of the 
Printed English Bible on October 4, the Presi- 
dent invited the General Secretaries to conduct 
the devotional exercises. Secretary North, 
using the Society’s original copy of Coverdale’s 
Bible printed in 1535, read selections from the 
119th Psalm, the first chapter of James, and 
the fourteenth chapter of St. John, ending with 
the conclusion of Coverdale’s Preface to his 
translation. Secretary Brown then offered 
prayer. 

The minutes of the fifth stated meeting of 
the Board were presented and approved. 
The following memorial minutes 

adopted by a rising vote: 


were 


Mrs. Augusta R. Moore 


By the death of Mrs. Augusta R. Moore, of 
Haskell, Oklahoma, the Society has lost not only a 
Vice President, but also a link with the translation of 
the Scriptures into Muskogee, the language of the 
Creek and Seminole Indians. She was the daughter 
of the Rev. and Mrs. A. E. W. Robertson, former 
missionaries of the Presbyterian Board of Home Mis- 
sions, who most largely contributed to putting the 
Scriptures into the language of the Indians among 
whom they lived and for whom they labored. In 
their later labors Mrs. Moore rendered filial help. 
Final work on the translation was completed in the 
home which Mrs. Moore continued to cherish and use. 

In earlier life she was a teacher among the Indians 
of the Indian Territory before the state of Oklahoma 
was formed. Her sister, Miss Alice Robertson, one 
time a member of Congress, was also deeply interested 
in the Indians of that territory, thus sharing in carry- 
ing on the service begun by her parents. 

The Board would make this record and pay this 
tribute to one whose practical interest and personal 
labors have contributed to the spreading of God’s 
Word in our land, and had been a loyal Vice Presi- 
dent since January 1921. 


Elwood Chappell Perisho 


Elwood Chappell Perisho, a Vice President of the 
American Bible Society since January 1921, died in 
his eighty-third year on August 14, 1935. He was 
one of those doubly valuable men who make their 
mark in their generation both by what they do and 
what they are. 

Eminently successful as a teacher, geologist, writer, 
speaker, and administrator, he spent forty-eight years. 
in the service of colleges and universities, teaching 
first at Guilford College, North Carolina, then at the 
University of South Dakota, of which he was presi- 
dent for five years, later returning to Guilford Col- 
lege. He rendered valued service to his adopted 
state, South Dakota, and during the World War in 
national lines, on the faculty of the American Army 
University at Beaune, France. His alma mater con- 
ferred on him the degree of LL.D., and the Univer- 
sity of South Dakota that of D.Sc. | 

Of him it may be said that he had, to an unusual 
degree, the happy faculty of inspiring in his pupils: 
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and those about him the emulation of the Christian 
graces, which were the controlling aim of his own 
life. Whoever knew him felt the “charm of his per- 
sonality. Throughout his life he was loyal to the 
Quaker faith and practice in which he had been 
reared. 

He revealed especial interest and thought for the 
welfare and work of the American Bible Society, and 
the Board would make this record of him and express 
to Mrs. Perisho its pride in his life and sympathy in 
her loss. 


The minutes of standing committees were 
approved and their recommendations adopted. 
On the recommendation of the General Ref- 
erence Committee, ‘Park Avenue and 57th 
Street’? was adopted as the official address of 
the new Bible House, and the Budget Commit- 
tee was requested to meet on December 4, 1935, 
to prepare and propose the budget for 1936, 
the Advisory Council being invited to meet 
with it. 

The Lackawanna Bible Society of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, was approved as an auxiliary of 
the American Bible Society. 
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The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of July: Brazil, 8,477 vol- 
umes, valued at $361.63; Caribbean, 1,817 
volumes, valued at $956.76; China, 10 vol- 
umes, valued at $3.34; Japan, 35 volumes, 
valued at $27.94; La Plata, 7,239 volumes, 
valued at $2,491.81; Philippines, 2 volumes, 
valued at $4.78; West Indies, 466 volumes, 
valued at $311.73; total volumes, 18,046; 
total value, $4,157.99, 


During the month of August: Brazil, 1,493 
volumes, valued at $1,233.35; Caribbean, 1,749 
volumes, valued at $380.11; China, 870 vol- 
umes, valued at $87.08; Mexico, 7 volumes, 
valued at $10.65; Philippines, 1,249 volumes, 
valued at $181.20; Upper Andes, 1,847 vol- 
umes, valued at $624.43; total volumes, 7,215; 
total value, $2,516.82. 


The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of July were 159,118 volumes, and “dur- 
ing the month of August, 186,793 volumes. 
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Summary of a Century of Service 


From April 1835 to April 1935 over 117,000 embossed Bible volumes were issued 
in 31 languages, systems, and forms, at home and abroad, by the American Bible Society. 


~ ue It has produced the following: Total vols. j 
: " \ English Systems Beginning distributed 
x \ Line Letter—Authorized Version | 1835 Complete Bible=16 volumes 27,598 
a N New York Point—Authorized Version t 1874 “ ee que 28,247 
“ae ae “e Bipage— ae “oe f d 
. : \ American Braille—Revised Version 1911 % =19 6,856 
a ay Revised Braille—Authorized Version ) “ « 255) Oe 27.516 
: : : : i 1919 to 
8 a A Revised Braille—Revised : ; 3 A 19 
MRS = Standard English Braille—Revised Version 1933 =18 
& * N Talking Book Records 1935 Scripture Passages, 2 records 15 
| \ Japanese Braille 1881 Complete Bible=34 volumes 12,075 
tees Spanish Braille 1905 Gospel St. oe R i vol. 
ae r ‘ ? Portuguese Braille 1901 Gospels 4 o° me 1“ 946 
“A 5 S) Siamese Braille 1915 Gospel St, Mark 6 - 
a a Korean New York Point 1913 Gospelsand Psalms 6 
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= 7 English Moon—Authorized Version 1903 Complete Bible=58 volumes 9,801 
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eS Armeno- Foochow as “Moon : 
m Turkish French Braille Norwegian Moon 
a English-Uncontracted a Moon Swedish Braille 
i Braille 
- 
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UPPOSE YOU WERE BLIND and had to depend upon the Moon 
system for your finger-tip reading!! How happy you would be to learn 

that the American Bible Society would provide you with all the 58 “‘Moon” 
volumes for only $14.50—$172.50 less than the manufacturing cost. If 
your finger tips were more sensitive and you used Revised Braille, you 
could have the 20 volumes in that system for $5—instead of $47, the 


cost price. 
. 
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How can we do it? Simply because sympathetic friends contribute 
the difference. 


Christmas is the time for giving. Wouldn’t you take great satisfac- 
tion in making a gift to this worthy work, thus becoming a sharer in the 
celebration of a century of service to the blind? | 
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Contributions should be sent to 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


195 pounds 


The Bible Bible House Astor Place New York 
in Moon | 
BRAILLE 
58 Volumes & 2 
| ua y Ww |] o'V ss d 1 s a by (as one 


$187 cost price . 


